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Phenology and floral biology of Peltophorum pterocarpum (DC.) K. Heyne
(Fabaceae)
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Peltophorum pterocarpum (Fabaceae) a deciduous tree 
commonly known as copper pod, yellow flame tree, or 
yellow-flame (Anonymous 2016). It is native to tropical 
south eastern Asia and a popular ornamental tree grown 
around the world. The tree is widely grown in tropical regions 
as an ornamental tree, particularly in India, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
and Florida and Hawaii in the United States. In India as a 
common scheme for avenue trees P. pterocarpum is planted 
alternately with Delonix regia, to give a striking yellow and 
red effect in summer as has been done on Hughes road in 
Mumbai (Blatter and Millard 1977). This species has a 
symbiotic relationship with certain soil bacteria; these 
bacteria form nodules on the roots and fix atmospheric 
nitrogen. Some of this nitrogen is utilized by the growing plant 
but some can also be used by other plants growing nearby 
(Huxley 1992).  The wood is used for cabinet-making 
(Charles 1966) and the foliage is used as a fodder crop.

 The trees are deciduous, upright, handsome, semi-
evergreen 35±10 m tall and sometimes even attain a height of 
50±15 m with a diameter of 75±25 cm (Fig.1a). Bark is smooth 
and grey. The round canopy spread up to 85±15 feet. The 
leaves are dark green, bipinnate, 90±25cm long, with 9±1 
pairs of pinnae, each bearing30±10 oval leaflets 1.25±1 cm 
long and 4–10 mm broad (Fig.1a).

 Flowering starts in 3-5 years old trees. From May through 
October, the entire tree's canopy is covered with a yellow 
blanket of flowers, appearing in showy, terminal panicles with 
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Fig.1. a. Tree with orange-yellow flowers at the top; b. Single flower; c. 
tree with large number of copper coloured fruits; d. mature copper 
coloured fruits; e. lower greenish surface of mature fruits; f. mature 
black fruits and seeds. 
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